
 
 

 
 

September 15, 2022 
 

Administrative Exception/Variance Request Review 
City of San Antonio 
Development Services Department 
1901 S. Alamo 
San Antonio, TX 78204 

 
RE: Somerset Meadows Unit 1 

TRE-APP-APP22-38800982 
Sec 35-523-1 (h)(B) – 100 Year Floodplains and Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

 

Administrative Exception 

Environmental Variance 

Subdivision Platting Variance – Time Extension 
 

Dear Development Services, 
 

This letter is to request consideration for an administrative exception variance request for not meeting 
code to protect 80% of trees in the riparian buffer zone for Somerset Meadows Unit 1. This site is 
27.41 acres and will propose 119 single-family residential homes.  

 

• According to the proposed master tree preservation plan, a 30’ environmental sensitive 
area (riparian zone) is shown (see attached aevr exhibit) to have only two existing 
significant trees within this zone. The two trees located in the 30’ environmental sensitive 
area identified as being a 6” Elm and an 8” Elm. Additionally, there are four small species 
of trees that remain. These are identified as being a 2” Elm and 3-2” Jerusalem Thorns.   

• According to Table 523-1B; Minimum preservation Requirements Sec 35-523, in an 
environmentally sensitive areas within the project boundaries requires 80% to be protected 
within this riparian buffer zone.  

• Due to the location of the one of the trees with respect to the channel outfall more 
specifically the 6” elm is in a disadvantageous spot and must be removed to grade out the 
proposed channel. The tree falls in line with the channel centerline, given this tree needing to 
be removed we would not meet the 80% necessary and we would only preserve 73%.  

• The proposed channel outfall which is an interceptor channel that is sized to take and 
transport more than 1,000 cfs of runoff, and intercept upstream water for Somerset meadows 
units 1-4 and direct it into the floodplain. This proposed channel is a necessity for the future 
residents of the Somerset meadows developments and will allow a safe and code compliant 
transportation of the stormwater runoff per City of San Antonio Stormwater Design Criteria.  

• The mitigation of the tree removed will be covered by planting one extra tree per lot within 
Unit 2 of Somerset Meadows. There will be 156 extras trees planted with Unit 2, equaling 
234 newly planted inches. This mitigation makes up for tree removed and provides for 
canopy coverage. 
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